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BOOK I. , 

Jn Invocation of the Divine Spirit. A Defctip^ 
tion of the temple of Molock, in the Valley of 
Hinnon, where a Congrefs of infernal Powers 
are met to contrive fome Method to extirpate the 
Hebrew Kace. 

|Elcflial Mufcjthat on the blifeful plain 

Art oft invoked, .to. guide thMoN 

mortal ftrain:, > . ; .. ^ 

Infpir'd by thee, the firft-born jfops 

of light ' . . 

.Haird the creation in a tuneful flight j 

Pieas'd with thy voicc,the fpheres , began th?ir 

round, , . . r* 

' The, morning ftars danc'd to the charming found ; 
' ' B ^ Ycc 




:;-•• (a) • 

iTct thou haft often left the ciyfttl towVs, 
To vifit mortals in their humble bow'rs. 

Favour'd by thee, the courtly fwain of old, 
Beneath mount Hortb facred wonders told; 
Of boundlels chaos, and primeval nijg;ht, 
The iprings of motion, and the feeds of light. 
The fun flood ftMl, to hear his radiant birth, 
With the formation, of the balanc'd earth. 
The moon on high, checked her nodurnal car, 
And lifl'ninjg; ftaid, with ev'ry Hpg'ring flan 
The hills around, and lofcy Sinah heard 
By whoie command their tow'ring heads were 

rear'd, ^ 

The flow'rs their gay original attend; 
Their tufted crowns the groves, adoring, bend. 
The fountains rofe, the ftreams their courfc 

withheld. 
To hear the ocean's wond'rous fource rcveard. 
The birds fit filent on the branches near. 
The flocks and herds their verdant food forbear. 
The fwains forgot their labour, while he fung, 
How,from the duft, their great forefather fprung: 
A vital <:all awoke him from the grouhd. 
The moving clay obcy'd th* almighty found. 

thus 



(3) 

Thus fang in lofty firaioa the noble bard; 
The heav'ns and earth their own formation heard. 

But thou^ propitious Mufe^ a gentler fire 
Vidft breathe, and tune to fofter notes the lyre, 
When royal Lihanon heard the am'rous kbg 
The beauties of his lov'd Bgyptia§$ ling: 
The facred lays a myflick fenfe infi>ld^ 
And things divine in human types were told. 
Diidain not, gentle pow'r, my fong to grace, 
While I the paths of he^v^nly juftice trace; 
And twmQ a blooming garland for the youth, 
Renown'd for honour, and tinblemifh'd truth. 

Let others tell, of ancient conquers won, 
And mighty deeds, by favoor'd heroes done; 
(Heroes enflav'd to pride, and wild defires,) 
A virgin Mufe, a virgin theme requires ; 
Where vice, and wanton beauty quit the field, 
And guilty loves to fledfiift virtue yield. 

Jacohy with hcav'n's peculiar favour Weft, 
Leaving the fertile regions of the £^j 
(Where Haranj then a noble city flood. 
Between fair Tygris^ and Euphrates flood;) 
From Lahan fled, and by divine command 
Purfu'd his journey to his native land. 

B a Loaded 
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Loaded with wealth, his num'rous camels bdrc 
His wivesi his children, and his houfhold ftorc : 
Of purchased flaves, he led an endlcfs train. 
His flocks, and herds engrofs'd the wide champain* - 

The ihepherd's art was all his fathers knew, 
His fons the fame induflrious life purfue. 
The God hb pious anccftors ador'd, 
Th' Almighty God, at BetifeJy he iraplor'd: 
A^i altar. there, with grateful vows he reared. 
Where twice the radiant vifidn had appeared;] 
The powVs of hell, the dreadful omen fcar'd: 
Each demon trembles in his hollow Ihrinc, 
The raving priefts amazing things divine. 

In Hinnon^s vale a fane to Mohck Hood, 

Around it rofc, a confecrated wood ; 

Whofc mingled (hades, excluded nopp-day light, 

A^d made below uninterrupted night. 

Pale tapers hung around in equal rows, 

The manfion of the fullen king difclofe; 

Seven brazen gates its horrid entrance guard; 

Within the cries of infant ghofts were heard : 

On fevcn high altars rife polluted fires. 

While human vidims feed the ruddy fpires. 

The place Gehemia caird,* refembled well 

The native gloom and difmal vaults of hell. 
I - . ' 'Twas 



is) 

'Twas nighty and goblinid ih tbadarktle&4aaifd> 
The pricft in frantick vifi6ns lay entranced ^ 
While here convened the Q^agaff terrors fete, 
In (blemn council, and mature debate, 
T' avert the ftorm impending o*er their ftatc. 
Th' apoiiate princes with refcntment fir*d^.:. 
Anxious, and bent on black deiigns, cq:9fpir'4 - 
To find out fchemcs fucccfsful to efface 
Great Heber'a name, and crulh the facrcd racc^' 
From whence they kncwj the long predicted king, 
Th' infernal empire's deftin'd foe fhould fpring; 
Who conqu'rour o'er tlacir vanquift'd. force 

ihoul4 twad,. . i . /i.*;: ': 

And all their captive chiefs in. triumph lead, . 
Th' affair, their deepcft policy cQipJrtinj^i^., 
And brought them hither, from remot^ft jand^ j 
From r/r, Jrmeniaj and Iberians Ihores,^ 
From Nik^ aijd Ophir rich with golden op^p, 
And where the Jdrian wave, and \nrhcrc.th'( 

Mlantick roars. 

Ne/rotb appears, his amber chariot drawn 
With, fiiowy fteeds i him at the riling dawn 
The Syrian worihips from his airy hills, 
Whofc vales with wealth the f^m'd Jra^^is fills, 
B 3 Bclus 
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Bihs ferfakes Yas high frequented domes^ 
And o'er the famous plains of Skinar comes : 
Fkgf» defecttds his mount ; to him were pwd, 
With impious rites, libations for the dead. 
Imperious Rimmon came, whofe manfionftooff 
On the fair banks of 'Jfbarpbar's lucid flood: ' ' 
0/ris Itft his NHhj and thund'ring Baaf 
The rock, whence Jmon's plenteous waters fall, 
Mtthra, whom all the &tft adorcsy was there; 
And like his own rcfplcndent planet fair. 
With yellow trefles, and enchanting eyes 
IXfiembling beauty, would the fiend difguifc. 
Nor 6il*d a deity of female name, 
Aftart^f with her filver crefcent came: 
Mslita le& her Babylonian bowers; 
Where wanton damfcls, crown*d with bloflung 

flow'rs, 
lA all the fiimroer's various luftre gay, 
petefted Orgits to the goddcfs pay. / 

Thefc various pow'rs, their various fchemcs pro- 

pofe. 
But none th' affcmbly plcas'd, till Mithra rbfc- 
(Of an alluring mein above the reft) 
Who thus th' apoftatc potentates addrcfeli. 

Mankind 
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Mankind by willing ftcps to ruin move. 
Their own wild paffions their dcftruftion prove,] 
But the molt fatal is forbidden love. 
Old "Jacob boafls a daughter young and fair, 
Fopd htaV^ glory, and peculiar care : 
Her eyes inflame the gazing Pagans hearts^ * 
Young Sbecbem has already felt, their darts; 
Who lately iaw her with her virgin train,: /^ 
Near Sbalemy wand'ring o'er thp ^^lyy pUuw /: 
I'll fill his youthful breafl with mad dcfirc,. r. ; 
By fraud, or force, his wiflies tp;4»]uirc«j ' . ^rr 
The coming day he doea a fcaft preparcj^ -rod 
By me inflru&ed how to hide the fhare: . ^ j^^ 
Fair Dinah ii his fiber's prpmis'd gueft, , . ;, . /, 
Impatient love will iboo cooiplcat the reft^ : * 
The damfel's wrongs het brother? will enflaroc ^ 
To right, witH hoflile arms, the Hibrew^s Ihamc^ 
By which provqk'd, the G^i^^^^i^ff fhall join,^ > 
With us t' aboliih this detcfled line. , , .• 

Revenge and bloody fa<9ion are my care,'^ *^ 

Mohcb replies, thine be the foft affair; 

Without inftruftions thou canfl ad thy part, 

Wcll-pradic*d in the nice alluring art ; 

Eupbrates' banks, and Senaf's conicious ihades, 

Atteft thy fieedom with th' JJfyrian maids: 

B 4 Thy 



Thy voice, applauded in the hcav'nly groves, 
Was there devoted to terreftial loves: 
Thy facrcd lyre to human fubjcfts ftrung, 
No raore with tircfome Hallelujats rung ; 
This grac'd thy^hand, -a quiver hung behind. 
Nor faiiy thy'^arkling eyes to charm the beau-» 

* ' tcods kind. 
The bold example* of thy loofc amours, 
VrcviiVd on iaumbcrs of the hcav'nly powers ; 
Who vainly bad the firift probation flood. 
Proof to ambition^ obftinatcly good. 
Long after, T^: with my affociates fell. 
Thy friends enlarged the monarchy of hell; 
On foftcr motives you.abhorr'd the skies,» 
AUur'd by womens captivating eyes : 
The fons of God thus with the race of man 
Wert mingled^ hence the giant ftock began. 
Our plot requfe usr now, and if it fail, 
ril, in my turn, ^tKc hated tribe aflail ; 
Domcftick fedtipn, xpay at laft prevail. 
yo/epbj his doting father's life, and joy, 
By well-copccrtcd. means we muft deftroy ; , 
This youth, abpve (he reft, excites my fear, 
DiviiD^e prcfagcs iq his face appear j - 

. \ Ofjiqious 
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Officious GdbrieTs care to him confin'd, 
Foretels a man for mighty .thingsdcfiga'd:,^ 
His brethren, aded by my pow'rfarjSre* f^ 
Againft his envy'd life fliall all confpire. 
yofepb remoy'd, old yacgVs grcateft prop, 
The race ihail mourn, in him, dieir byfted hope^ 
Here Moloch ceas'd ; th' infernal fpirits rofc, 
Crownbg the do\;ble'plot with vaft applgUiCbi - 
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B O K II. 

}ae6l/i Daagbter dijbonou/d Jy Shcchcm, Vma 
of the Hivitcs. Bet Brothers rtmngo th$ In-- 

' jury, fbe Patriarch relates to his Sons AbraF- 
ham'i Conqueft over the King of Elam and his 
Royal Confederates. He re/cues Lot. Mcl- 
chifedech meets and llejfes Abraham* Hbe 
intended Saerifice of lim:. ;• 

YOang Sbechem all the night in-patient lay^ 
And ibugbt with eager eyea the break-* 
ingday; 
*With ardent longings waits the promised hour. 
And fancies all his wiihes in his pow'r : 
Aner^ his friend^ improves the fatal fire. 
And fooths, with flattering fcenes, his wild defire. 

Sidonia^ guiltlefs of her brother's fiiares^ 
To grace her lovely Hebrew gucft prepares; 
Who with her young companions now appears. 
Too innocent for nice refcrvcs, or fears. 

Her 
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Her artlefi looks^ not timVooa^ iiw aflaPdi 

With eafy charms the JAuJhis alhur'd : 

A rofy tindkurc paints her guiltleis face ; 

Her eyes, peculiar to her beauteous race. 

Sparkle with life, and dart immortal grace; 

Rich orient bracelets, round her fhowy arms. 

And faultlefi neck, improve her native charms. 

The JFfiwV^ prmcefs entertains the maid. 

To Hamor'^ palace fatally b^tray'd; 

Wher^, at the poinp of one fqrprizing feaft. 

She meets the luxury of all the £^« 

Her thoughts the proud magnificence ^Amxt^ 

The people's cufioms, and their firangeattkcj; 

'Till modeft rules, and the declining^ day. 

With Leab*s charge forbid her longer ftay: . 

But ah! too late, fhe finds herfelf betray'd 

Ta Skecbem^B pow'r, a loft defencdefs maid; 

A captive in his treachVous courts retained. 

By fraud feduc'd, and brutal force conftram'd. 

Her name difhonour'd, and |ier nation ftain'd, 

f • 

In vain with tender fighs he fkrivcsto move 

Theittjur'd fair to voluntary loVc; 

The ftriftefl rides of chaftity iheknew, 

With all that to her great dcicaot w« due; 

But 



Bat yfh$li with gentle arts he fails to gatd, 
Hb wild ddises by yioknce obtain. 

The hateful tydings rc^ch'd her father's cars, 

And almoft fank his venerable years : 

Her brothers jrage^ and for revenge combine; 

But guard with fecrct guile their black defign. 

• ' « 

The town in feafts confum'd the fccond day. 

And plung'd at night in fcarlefs riot lay. 
The refHcfe flicpherds e'er the lingering dawn. 
Each held his fword, for hbrrid adion drawn ; 
Sarptiz'd- the city like a rifing flood,', 
Ragy. thro- the ftreets, and bath'd their (words' 

• in blood. * ' - ?./. 

The Hebrews plcas'd with this fuccefsful fate, 
Spruing furious on, and forced the palace gaft * 
Fierce Sinteon thro' the bright apattmcnts^ivr, ' 
And old and young, without diftbftion, flew* 

Shechem^ with reftkfs pafilonftill infpir'd,. 
Was with the charming ^^^//>^ retir'dj 
And firft by mad infulting Lw/ found. 
Without a paufc he gave the delp'ratc wound. ^ 
Take thy difpatch curft raviiher for hell. 
He laid ; and down the bleeding viAim jell : 

His 
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His fatal miftrefs turns away her eyed, 
, With horror fciz'd, and trembling with furprizbl 
The fwains her roving vanity uplM-aid,' 
And to their tents the penitent' con vey'd. 
Their father griev'd, reproves the blobdy faft, 
But Judab thus defends the hoftile adl 

. Should they, a race uncircumcis'd and vilc>\ 
With lawlefs mixtures Jbram^s ftock defile ? 
Ofar wives and iifters in our fight conftrain; 
While we, regardlcfs of the Ihamcfijl ftain, 
Stand tamely by, and Icarce of wrong complain?^ 
They firil intrenched on holpitable truft, 
And human faith ; -^ our vengeance is but juft. 

Such juilice never mingle with my j&me, 
Good IfraeJ cries, nor fpot my guiltlefs name ! 
The realms around, who idol Gods revere 
Will this black deed with indignation hear j 
And all their policy and rage unite, 
To blot our odious mem'ry from the light. 

So hell believ'd -p-«-*but heaven, a :facred dread 
OiJacoVs fons among the nations ^ead; . 
While hQ at Bnhel with a ' pious flame, 
Implores the great unutterable Name. 

From 
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From theoce to Mamre^a peaceful plain retires^ 
Where Kiriatb^arba lifts her golden fpires: 
niuftrious Jrba built and nam'd the place^ 
The boafted father of the giant i;ace; 
For them defign'd the monftrous plan appeared) 
To heaven the threatning battlements were rear'd. 
In carelefs joys and plenty here they livci 
And to the neighboring fwains protedion give. 

Beneath the hill, pn which their city fiood, 
Aicendcd high a venerable wood ; 
The folcmn fhadcs, which gave a fccret dread. 
Concealed a vaulted ftrudure for the dead, 
MacbpelabcdXY6,\ with wondrous labour wrought) 
This Jbram of the giant nation bought : 
The cave, the wood, the fprings, and bordering 

. . field, 
EpbrMy their prince, by publick central (cal'd. 

Here to their purchased right the Ihcpherds 
drive 
Their fleecy charge, and unmolcftcd live ; 
While fvecpient thro' the confecrated groond^ 
Infcripcioos and old monuments they &und. 
Where'er celellial vifions had appear'd, 
The pious, worlh^f^rs an altar reax'd ; 

The 
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The myftick name^ to mortals long unknown. 
Was deeply figured on the polifh'd ftone; 
By marks engrav'd on arching rocks, 'twas ieen, 
That heavenly pow'rs had there ccmvers'd with 
men« 

Remote from this a lofty pillar flood; 
This "Jacoh to the rural concourfe ftow'd ; 
Here fee, he faid, the memory retained 
Of Abram*s conqueft near Datnafius gain'd. 

To dift^nt lands the Eajiern rule was fpread, 

And Jordan*^ banks a yearly tribute paid: 

The king of Sodom firft contemn'd the yoke, 

Admab and Zehoitn next the treaty broke. 

At this the royal Elamite cnrag'd, 

The neighboring kings, his great allies, engaged; 

> 

Jfioch and mighty ^idal join their force, 
Conqueft where'er they turn attends their conrfe* 
The Horims on mount Seir their valour prove, 
Their troops the Etnims frpm their fortrcfi drove. 

In Siddim's vale the advcrfe princes ftay. 
There Sbibna^ Beta and Sbemeber lay. 
jlmrapbel early meets his doubtful foes, 
And for the vi Aory his ranks diipofe ; 

But 
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But fcarcc th' encounter could be call'd a fight, 
So foon the troops of Sodom took their flight: 
The coward race, unus'd to charge a foe, 
Their jav'lins, fwords and ihields at once forgo. 
Some feek the woods, and fome a lhelt*ringt:avc ; 
Some in the rocks their breath, inglorious, fave ; 
While others plunging. down fair Jordan^s tyde. 
From the flcm looks of war their faces hide. 
Th' invaders Ihcath their fwords, and fcorn to 

grace 
With martial deaths the dcfpicable race. 
iera alone and Lot fuftain'd the field. 
But prcfs'd by. numbers were compelled to yield : 
Thefe with the riches of the town a prey. 
To ^aratfs hUl3 the conquerors bore away. 

This Jbram heard, and gathered on the plain 
A valiant band, his own domcftick train: 
His glad affiftancc Upcol brings, a youth 
Of publick honour, and unblcmifli'd truth • 
^ With Jnery Mamre^ dauntlefs both and young, 
Brothers, all three from noble Jmor fprung. 

'Twas night, fccure the vi6l:or army lies. 
Scornful of foes, and fearlcfs of furprize ; 



( 17 ) 

%y heavVii commatid a fadden vapour fpreads 
D'er all the hoft^ and clouds their drowzy heads ^ 
To the high throne of fenfc foftflumbcr climbs, 
Slackens theii: iinews^ and benumbs their limbs; 
The captives eyes alone its force repel'd. 
Nor to the pleafing violence would yield. 
• • 

Now near the camp the brave confed -rates 
draw. 
And by tlje glimm'ring fires its pofiure law: 
The fbremoft rank, the fwift invaders flew. 
And ibon the waking prisoners beard and knewj 
Their adive friends, that to their fuccour flew« 
Jbram his nephew, he the reft unty'd; 
The flcepirig foe avenging fwords fupply'd : 
From file to file the fearlefs brothers pals, 
And leave them breathlefs on the purple gra£u 
Th' old patriarch feels new life in evVy vc,b, 
And iiiatters wide deftru(%ion o*er the plain* 
The terror grows, the claih of arms, and cries 
Of wounded men afflidb the ambient skies. 
Vnncc jirjochy ftartled at the noiie, awakes, 
And from his eyes the fatal flumber Ihakes. 
At oft-repeated calls his legions arm. 
And madly haite to meet the loud alarm ; 

C But 



^( 18 ) 
But by ft foTce mdrc prevalent out-done^ 
On tiertaiii fate with eager fteps they run ; 
Diferiler'd and aniax'd, tbey quit the iield^ 
And, raving, to their unknown vidofs yield. 

Tbie tncrning rofe, and with her bbfiiing light 
Expos'd their damage, and inglorious flight; 
The joyful iliepherdB Icize th' abandoned fpoils : 
And now returning from their martial toiia, 
A r^yal pieft atSskm Abram meets, 
.^ith prtfents, and a benedidion greets 
ThsHiiviw bands : —to heav*n he lifts his tycs^" 
And bleftlie that propitiow pow^r, he cries, 
Who walks the cryftal circuit of the skies ; 
Who hGUB the bodls of mortals whh difdain, 
Contemns their force, and makes their triumphs 
* , vain! 

H^ fneki was folemd, and his face divine, 
Rcfiilgcnt gems around his temples fliinik: 
His graceful robe, a>bright ccleftial blue, 
Trailing behind, a tram majeilick drew. 
The tenth of all great Jbram gives the pricfl, 
The-kings and jltnorites divide the reft. 
All pleas'd,thc gcn'rousronqu'ror loudly praised, 
And to his fiimc this iafting column rds'd. 
:.^ . The 
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The fwams were M'nbg Aill^ when facdb- 
cries, 

To yonder mountain now direft 3rour eyes; C 
For there a brighter fcenc of glory &dw 
'Twas there die wond'ring fnn in« JB^am view'd 
The nobleft height of human fi>rtittt(ie ; 
The piooa mam in guiitleia ilecfi by drofm'd^ 
When thro' his ears thunder'd thb fatal ibond. 

Arife, and Ifaac on mine altar la/t 
With thy own hand the deMn'd vidim flay* . 
He &irts, and cries, who can this thought tnipiitf 
Can heav'n this monftrous iacrifice require ? 

The dreadful call again furpriz'd hit ears, 
And lo ! the well*known heav'nly ibrm i^poiKi^ 
He bow'd, and at the purple dawn arofe, 
And with his dadbg to Mcri0b goes. 
Aftonifh'd long he by the alttf flood. 
Then pil'd with trembHng hands the ficrtd 

Wood; 
Half dead himitlf ; the wond'ring youdihc bindl^ 
Who now his fire's icvciG inteodon fiadu 

C a What 
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What thoughti, he ask'd^ my father^ btve 
poflcft 
Your foul ? what horrid fery fills your brcaft? 
Am I to hell a facrifice defign'd ? 
Some cruel demon rouft your reafbn Uind 
Th' unUemiih'd iskies abhor this bloody deed, 
No Human vidims on their altars Ueed. 

'Tis heav'n, the patriarch fajid, this fad re« 
quires, 
'Tis heav'n -— ^ be wittiefe yon etherial fires! 
Yet, GOUQtlcfs as the fiars,^ from thee muft fpring 
YidoHous nations, and the wyftiek King : 
'Tis paft relief ——yet by himfelf he fwore, 
Who from the dead thy relicks can refiore ; 
What obftacle formounts almighty pow'r? 

This fald, the pious youth refignM his life; 
Bled Jbram &bok off all paternal ftrife,^ 
And iDrward thnift the confecraited knife. 
As lightnitag from the skies, an angel broke, 
And' warded with his hand the fatal fttoke ; 
When thus a voice ilreiams downward from above^ 
Breathing divine beneficence and love. 

B7 
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:Withjcikl|fe 

Thy fccptcr'd fons the Ipacious Eajt Ihall fway, 
While vanqutfli'd kings obedicQt tribatc pay. 

Here Jacob ends, and to his tent retires; 
Their fleeey charge the parting (wains requifck 
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BOOK III. 

The infernal Q^owers endeavour to raife FafBions 
» JacobV Family. Jofcph'^ Dreams. His 
Brothers Jealou/^ and Malice. He comes to 
Dothan* ney confine him in a Pit while they 
eonfult his Ruin, jin Angel in a Vijion pre^ 
fages to him bis future Grpatntfsy and warns 
him of the Snamcf Bieauty and unlawful Love. 
His Bff^rs J^mMs life andfililrim to the 
Midi4o ^iM^r^^ tr^vellif^ with their fpcy 
^r^f§mr%srp!t.\ Jexxboi^atf in Grief 

refufes all Gsfffolatm. 

\ JO ■.•'*"• *^ -'>* • " 

V . .• "... -■ • - 
1i yT E A N time tijp J^^gof 'deitfes diipleas^d^ 

^^ ^ To'find the pufclfck ftorms ft) fopn ap» 

peas'd. 

Studious attempt by new malicious waysii 

Among the Hebrews civil jars to raife : 

Moloch already had provok'd the firife^ 

And kindling miichief threatens yofepVs life. 

The 
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The lovely youth^ £ur RacbiP^hoaAndfrn^ 
Complcatly form'd , his fcvcnteenth year begun ; 
His mother's fparkling cycs^ and f^looming graCe| 
Mixt with feverer ftrokcs^ adomM his fgcei 
Not he that in Sabers fragrant grove^ 
(As poets fung) enfiam'd the qaeen of love; 
Nor Hylasy nor Narciffus look'd b gay, 
When the clear ftreams his roiie bliilh di^ay^ 

In all his conduA fomething noble (hone, 
Which meant him for a greatnefi yet unknown* 
Vifions had .oft^ his rifing face foretold : 
The laft to yacob thus his lips unfold. 
His brethren byii^wheoileep had closed mine 

eyes, 
A corny field before my fancy flies ; 
(Still to my thoughts the yellow crop appears !) 
My IttQthera with' me reap'd the bending ears; 
Induftrious each a fing|e fheaf had bound, -^ 
When thdra with fodden motion nHnefurrpund,!^ 
And baw'd.with proftrate icvVeK^ to theT 

ground. -^ 

But now my mbd of rural bufineia deat^d. 
Above my head g wond'roua Icene appeared ; 
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The mebfi an4 ft^s ^t higheft noon ihone 

bright, 
Unconquer'tl by the fun-a fuperiour light ; 
Methought I fkw the gaudy orbs defccnd, 
And at my feet with homble homage bend. 

The ihepherds hear his ftory with farprixe : 
Muft we thy vailals be ? Proud j^ur cries, 
With rage and threatening ntalice in his eyes. 

: At Mamr0y yacoh and his fav'rite flay, 
The reft to Dotbanfs flow'ry meadows ftray : 
Infernal envy all their bofoms fires, 
And tdack refolvesand horrid thoughts infpires: 
At laft young yoftpVs murder is de6gn'd. 
Hell with the monfirous treachery combined. 

He comes to Dotbany by hb fiither lent, 
And heav- n alone hb tmxk can prevent* 
Their guiltleis ptey, he \flands without de&nce^ 
]^ inborn worth, and fearlefs innocence. 
His Brethren's crimes, his father's hoary hairs 
Wer^ all theiubjedt diat alavm-d- hb fiars. 

.... ' . ^ The 



The fatal ftrokc they now prepare to give, ' 
When Reaben*saTts the hopelefs youth retrieve,^ 
By thus advifing, -r— let your brother live. 
A thonfimd eafy methods yet remain^ 
To render all his glorious projeAs vain ; 
But till we have determined the deiign. 
To yonder pit th' alpiring boy confine. 
To him they yield, and to their tents retire, 
The fiends below their own fuccefs admire. 

The night prevails, and draws- her fable train, 
With iilent pace, along th' etherial plain. 
By fits the dancing flars exert their beams ; 
The filver crefcent glimmers on the ftreams ; 
The fluggiih waters, with a drowzy roar. 
And lingVing motion, roll along the fliore; - 
Their murmur anfwers to the ruftling breeze. 
That fabtly whilpcrs thro' the nodding trees; 
The peaceful echoes undifturVd wkb found, 
Lay flumbring in the cavem-d hilts around ; : 
Frenzy and fadion, love and envy flept; 
A ftill folemnity all nature kept; 
Deyotion only wak'd, and to the skies 
pirefts the prisoner- s pious vpW9 and eyes: 

'. ■ vr;. :.. • Tfe 
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To God's high throne a wit^jd petition fleW^ 
And from the skies commiifion'dG^iV/drew; 
One of the feven, who by appointed turns 
Before the throve ambroli^l ipcenfe bqmi. 

A fudden d«y> returning on tbe'nfgbt^ 
VanquifliM ^ Ikades, tad put the fiars to 

flight ; 
Th' cnligbten'd oavc receives thi: ihining gneft^-^ 
In all his heav'nly pomp divinely dreft; 
He greets tb^ youth) 4nd thu<( his charge es;*( 
prefi'd 

To morrow thouniuft leave tiifh Jcrdap'^jki^xQy 
And tT^eM9fiaI/3 faqred jbijl no mpre^ 
A great «id gratefal nation yet unknown^ t 
Sav'd l>y thy Cifp^ ihall thee their patron own j 
BpC, let thy bteafi impenetrable prove ^ 
To wanton beauty , «id forbidden love : 
This hetv?© enjoitis.— The wondering ihcphcr4 

bow^d} 
The angel mounted on a radiwt cloqd^ 

The monung iiow her lovdj &ce 4ilpla7'4f 
Afid with a rofy iiiule difpell'd the ihade. 

The 
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The fallen lOfc, ftijd clofc io councU futc, 
On means that muft determbe Jj2/9:^/&'$ f^c ; 
Nof long they fate, for on the neigbbVing road 
A trdn of aOnek with their fpicy load^ 
FoUow'd by Midian mcrchanta ftavcU'd by : 
Heaven mark» the way, the enviooa hrothers cry ; 
Whatever th' ambitioas dreamer's thoughts po^. 

tend, 
His hopes with thefc to foreign lands well fend. 

They flop the Midianitesy and loon agree, 
B.efolv'd no more his hated face to fee. 
With looks, which perfed inward anguifli tcll,^ 
And falling tears, he took this fad fareweU 

I go to waiid<}r on ibme barbarous dime. 
May heav'nly juftice ne*cr avenge this crime ? 
Be ftill indulgent to my fitther'a age^ 
|Iis grief fiw me with dfttt'ring hopes aiTwage. 

They hear, they fee the anguifliof his ibnl,.: 
Ahd fcarce their ftrugling pity can controal^ 
Touched with fo fed a fcene, they all begm 
To feel remorfc for this unnatural fin. 
And half repent ; but hate add eriVy prove 
T^u^ yii^tor paffipns, and reptcfe theit love, 
-• '^5.^' .. They 



{ *8 ) 

They form a %ectoas frauds to hide the deed 
From their dd.iire> and in the plot fucceed. 
Their brothers varied coat they ftill retained. 
And with a bleeding kid the vefhn^nt ftain'd ; 
With thi8 to Mam$ treachVoos &meon goes^ 
Too well the loft old-man the f click knows. 
After a difinal paufe^ his forrow breaks 
Its violent way, and this fad language (peaks. 

My fon!— alas, fome lavage monftcr's prey ! 
Why have I liv'd to this dctcftcd day? 
Why have I lingrcd thus } \ ihoulcj have dy'd, 
When thy more happy mother left my fide. 
My beft lov'd wife: —but aU my Rachel's face 
I could in thy refembiing features trace. 
Tormenting thpught ! -rO hide mc from the light! 
Its ufclcfs rays afflift my fecWc fight : * 
Come lead me to the folitary gravcj 
Deipair and woe t|}at dark relirempiit crave ^ 
There Ihall I ftretch'd upon my duily bed, 
Forget the toils of life, and mingle with the dead. 

In vain his friends attempt to^lymg reUei^r^ 
In vain perfuadc inexorable grief; 
'Tis deep, and intermingled with his foul,- ; - ^ 
Nor time, nor counfcl can its force controuL j • 
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B O O K IV. 

A Defcripthn of Egypt, w^h the Pyramids. 
Jofcph/bld by the Midian Merchants to a Cap^ 
tain of the Royal Guards. He leads bim t§ 
bis Palace. Shews his Wife the handfome Cap* 
tive. Her growing ^afjion for him. A 
young Aflyrian Maid endeavouring to amufe 
and divert Joet Mifirefs^ tells her the Story of 
Ninus and Stmivmiis. 

MEAN while thro favage woods, and defarta 
vaft. 
The captive with his Midian mafters paft« 
At laft rich Egypt's pleafant coafb arc fcen, 
The level meads dreft with immortal green ; 
' Between them fertile Nile dire&s his courfe, 
And nobly flows from his immortal foarce« 
Along the borders of the facred flood, 
Afpiring groves and (lately cities flood : 
Here antient ^anais in her height iappcar'd, 
Before Amphion's lute the Tbeian wall bad reared. 

The 
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The fun's devoted city, radiant 0», 
With roofi embois'd, and golden foliage ihoQC • 
E'er skilful Vulcan was at Lemnos nam'd, 
Or Cynthia's darts, or fliiclds for Dallas fram'd. 

Diftinft from thcfe, on the ^Mufian ftrands, 
Anfana crown'd with filver turrets ftands ; 
Rais'd to its iieight, as dd tradition tells, 
By powerful nfiagtek, and fecorVl by fpclls: 
•th* Egyptian wizards here thcmfeives immure, 
Converfc with hfctl, and praftife rites impure. 

Now mighty pyramids the fight furprizc, 
Gn Mafre^s plain the fplral tow*rd arifc. 
Ridou/a here magnificently ihrouds 
Itrlo&y .hcffl Jtmoog fiarroutidbg ckiuds: 
By Saur id hvAhy the daring ftrnfture ftood 
The fury of the aniver(al flood. 
^hacat ^tkdSamir'B pointed tops afceod. 
And o'er the fidds their leogth'tiing ihades exh 

tend; 
Their compafi facred to the dead remain^ 
Within eternal inighc and filencc reign ; 
No lightlcxne ray fitlutes them from the sky, 
But glaring lamps depending from on high, 
With liddy ^ams the hoUow (pace fopply. 

' Here 
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Here antteot kings, embaloi'd with wondrous coft| 
A long exemption from corruption boaft: 
In artful figures fome are fitting plac'd. 
With fruitlcis pomp, and idle enfigns grac'd; 
While others ftretcli'd in fleeping pofhires lie, 
On folding carpets of imperial dye : 
Their hov'ring ghofts, pleas'd with this mimick 

pride, 
Among the breathlels carcafles refide. 
But what prodigious things within were Ihown,*] 
"Were to the Hebrew fh-anger yet unknown, 
Aftonifh'd at their outward bulk alone. 

And now arriv'd where Zoatfs wall enclosed 
Imperial tow'rs, the Midianites cxpo$*d 
Their fragrant traffick, with the handfome (lave : 
Ftis mind beyond his years compos'd and grave, 
His afpedt fomething fpoke divinely great, 
Something that mark^i him for a nobler fate. 

A generous captain, clAcfof^baradifsbmdsy^ 
Admiring much the graceful captive, ftands. 
Then gives the Mdianites their full demands.^ 
A fuddtn friendihip m his breafi he finds, 
Experienc'd only by unvulgar minds : 

Some 
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Some heavenly being had prepared his thcmgh^ 
And on his heart the kind impreiiion wrought. 

Without regret, young ftranger, follow mcj" 
Said ^otiphafy I now havctanfom'd thee *y 
From fcrvitodc this moment thou art free. 

The youth receiv'd the favour with a grace, 
That anfwcr'd all the proraife of hb face. 

Fronting 'the.royal houfc, a ftrudure crown*d 
With turrets flood, and palmy groves around} 
Difcourfing, hither thro the walks they went. 
Both pleas'd alike, and equally content. 

Th^ feat they rcach'd, when for a coftly vcft 
The maftcr call'd, in this the youth they drefe'd ; 
No more difparag'd with a flave's attire, 
His faultlefs ihape and features all admire. 
His hair, like paleft amber, from his crown 
In floating curls, and Ihining waves fell down. ^ 
Young Q^aris fuch furprizing charms difplay'd. 
When firft in gold and Tyrian filks array'd. 
He laid his crook afide, forgot the fwain. 
And bid adieu to Ida's flow'ry plab. 

Thca 
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Then for his wife the captain bi43 them fend^ 
j\nd Sxcvfs with boafting joy his purchased friend* 

The fair Sabrinay lately made his bride, 
Was in her beauty's celebrated pride* 
Her large black eyes fhone with a fprightly fire, 
j!\nd love at ev'ry fatal glance infpire. 
The fwarthy luflre of her charming face 
The full-blown lilly and the rofe di%race. 
JEter glofly hair outvy'd the raven's wings^ 
And currd 4bout her^ neck in wanton riqgs^ 
Afic&edly ihe took a carelefs view. 
And to her own apartment foon withdrew. 

Jofepb belov'd and happy long x^vmnCd^ 
And from his lord fucccffive iavpurs gaio\l ; 
Who how at hometown pro^^rAus^ aud^lvoad> 
Belie vdsiiis^gucitiQnicjfkvoiiiiiiblc gpd: 
He gives Hm xftx hb hotife the iuU .pommam]^ 
intruding all his treafures to his hand. 

Mean time Sabrina feeds within her breaH 
A fecret fire, but Ihame its rage fuppreft. 
When firft ihe faw the charming Hebrew's cycsy 
She felt, but well diflembled the furprize ; 
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Bat thro* her various arts an inward catrd 
The languors of her pcnfivc looks declare. 

Cjrena found the change, (a Syrian maid 
Well-born but from her native coafts bctray'd) : 
She faw the change, but led by nicer laws, 
Was thoughtlcfs ftill of its reproachful caufc. 
Her voice, her eafy wit, and eloquence, 
CouU hold the wildeft paffion in fufpenfe* 
Attending oft her miftrcfs to a grove. 
Their ufual walk, with pleafing tales Ihe ftrovc 
To entertain her thoughts, and charm her grief; 
Nor faii'd her arts to give a ftiort relief. 
Her native clime the pleafing fubjeft proves. 
The Syrian pomp, their cuftoms, and their loves ; 
Among the reft Sabrina hears her name 
SmiramiSy a queen of ancient fame. 
And ask'd her now the ftory to relate ; 
Repos'd beneath a fpreading palm they fate. 
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B O O K V. 

^he Story of Semjramis, expos^d^ when an Infanty 
in the Fields \ where pe is found j {'covered with 
. ii rich embroidered Mantle^) hy a Peafant^ who 
carries her to Simma, the chief of the Kin^s 
Shepherds^ by whom fie is married to Mcnon, 
the principal Commander of the Ailyrian Forces*^ 
Mcnon being called to the Seige of Ba£krk, fie 
folloivs him in a martial Difguife. Mcnon 
difcoFoers her Sex to the Kingy who marries hery 
after the Death of Mcnon. 

THE maid begins.- Where fam*d Coaspeshvcs 
Rich Elam^s borders with his facred waVts, 
Along the fields their tents the flicpherds fpread, 
By them the King's unnumberM flocks were fed-. 

The iilcnt dawn was mifty yet and grey^^ ; 
.And hoary moifture on the mountains lay. 
Intent on rural cares, with early hafte, 
A peafant near a rocky cavern paft ; 
. Acrofs bid path was raised a mofly bed, 
.O'v that a rich embroidered mantle fpread ; 

D 2 This 



( 36 ) 

This, lifted tfp, rcvcal'd a lovely chile!. 
Which fairer than the rofy morning fmil^d : 
The wondering Twain forgot his country carcs^ 
And back to Simma's houfe the infant bears. 

Simma his matter was, tho' wealthy^ jnft: 
The royal lands and flocks were made his trull; 
He riches flill amafs'd without an heir, 
^And feeing now the child furpafling fair, 
He took and bred her with indulgent care : 
la fiothing he controuls her growing years^ 
No -coft to plcafe her bowdlefs fancy fpares. 

When, by revolving moons, fucccffive time 
Had brought her beauty to its pcrfed prime, 
Her ihape was faultlefs, and in all her mein 
Pjclaging marks of majefly were fcen : 
No mortal e'er could boaft fb fair a face, 
Such radiant eyes, aud fb divine a grace. 
A flow'ry wreath her beauteous temples crown'd, 
Her fhowy veft a crimfon girdle bound : 
Thus drefs'd fhe walks a goddcfso'cr the plains, 
Admir'd and lov'd by all the gazing fwains ; 
To her the fragrant tribute of the fpl*ing, 
With am'rous zeal on bended knees l4iey bring. 

Not 
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Not diftant far from wealthy Smfna'$ feat, 
Heroick Menon own'd a fair retreat ; 
His rank, and early worth, the high coftunand 
Of all the fam'd JJfyrian force had gain'd: 
In peacefiil times the chief whom ajl admir'd, 
To prove a fofter happiaefi retir'd ; 
*Twas here Semiramis his wifhes fir'd* 
With ravifli'd eyes her hcav'nly face he vicw'd, 
And for the glorious prize to Simma ft'd ; 
Proffer'd with facred rites his vows to Wnd : 
This honour plcas'd the haughty virgb^s mifici; 
On meaner terms fhe had his fuit deny'd ; 
With virtue guarded and a nobk pride. 
The lover finds fuccefs^ but all jiis joya 
A fudden fummpns fcom the King deftroye^ - 

Bafftia revoltf ^ Ninus the tydings hears, 
*Himfclf in arms to meet the foe prepares. * 
But three Ihort days ungentle fate allows 
S^d Menon^ for his figfcs and parting vowd : 
He curft Ms martial charge,- and publick famr/' 
And loaths th' encumbrance of a glorious name, 
Which rendd him now from all the joys of life, 
|Iis lov'4 Sftniramisy his ch^rmtn^ wife, 
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She hears the King's command with Icfs Ihr-s 
prize, 
And, Menohy banifli all your care, ihe cries. 

We cannot 'tis impoffible to part^ 

Love with hcroick courage fires my heart. 
To follow you thro^ raging- feas I'd go, 
O'er burning dcfarts, or perpetual fnow. 
By yoiip example led, I fhall not fear. 
The flying- arrow, or the pointed ipear; 
Pierc'd with a fatal dart, were Mcnon by, 
'TiJ^wld be a foft, an e^fy thing, to die. 
Th* cv^nt be what it will, with you I'll run ^ 

Nor pan.th' advept'roiis deed my condud ftain. 

Secure with you the fecret fhall remain ; 

I bolcjly can defy all other eye?, . 

In threat'ning armour, and 4 martial guife. 

New.pleafiac.fillf the hero's, breafl, to find . 
Such beauty, lojKc,.and fteadfafl virtue join'd. 
-^ , thoufaij(^ kind traqfportiqg things he faid, 
A tJ^Qufand vows of lafting pafliop m^de ; 
Then for. a rich jhabilunent of war 
He fent, and drefs'd himfelf the fmiling fair. 

A coflly 



To certain death, nor any danger fhun; 
Be witnefs to my vows tl;iQU radiant Sun ! 



( 39 ) 

A coftly helmet glittcr'd on her head, 
Oa which a dove its filvcr pinions fpread; 
A plume of whitcft feathers danc'd above, 
With every trembling breath of air they mdvc. 
Th' cmbroider'd fcarf that o'er her armour flowed, 
With dazling flames of gold and fcarlet glow'd. 
Her hand a javelin fliook with mimick pride,- 
A paipted quiver ratled by her fide. 
Her height and mcin adorn the warlike dre% 
More v1g>ous rays her charming eye^ ^xprcfif. 
The courier, of his beauteous burden proud, 
Wi'thgolden trappings bounded thro' the crpwM* 

Memf/y oil Syrian arms the grace and pride, 
Kept near the lovely mafqucrader's fide. 
On Duras plain the Babylonian force 
In ranks attend their mighty leader's courfc, 
While NinuSy gracieful a^ a martial god. 
Exalted on his glittefin^ chaript rode, 

The BaSirians their. approachinjg foes difdain, 
Rcfolv'd their fortrefs bravely to maintain; 
And long the town with matchlefs courage held^ 
And oft' to flight th' Armenian troops compelled : 
Till bold Semiramisy who danger fought, 
Apd fearlefs in the foremoft ranks had fought, 
D 4 Obfcrvy 



( 40 ) 
Obfcrv'd % rpdt, which o'er a caftic lean'd ; 
The BaSfians this were carelefs to defend. 
Believing it frcm all accefs fecare : 
Site fittda a path dtnoag the clifi^ obSlcure; 
Then with a cholen band intrepid gains 
The topi and foon the unguarded fort obtains. 
The town thus made the fierce befieger's prey, 
To her they gave the conqucft of the day. 
All prais'd the youth, (for fuch Ihe was belicy'd,) 
Her bold addrefs each party had deceived; 
But iiinus moft her fortitude admires, 
tit views her blooming yputh, her race enquires. 

Menm in dotage lofl, with foolifh pfide^^ 
!No more the fatal fecret ftrives to hide ; 
Nor once imagin!d this unlucky boaft. 
The joy of all his future life muft cofl:. 
Ninus with other eyes her beauty views, 
In other terms his gratitude renews. 

To Babylon returned, he yet conceal'^ 
His growing flame, by Menon*s worth withheld; 
Too well he with a lad refledion knows, 
What to his counfcl, and his fword he owes; 
Thefe generous ties at firft his love oppole : 
" '' - But 
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})ut ootfaing can th* encrcafing fage reftraia ^ 
By gentle means he yet his end would gaia 

Menon^ be faid, my wiihes to procure, 
111 give thee cities^ and a boundlefs fiore 
Of gpld^ and precious gems, apd for a bride, 
A bjooming Princcfe to the crown ally'd : 
All this, and more, to gaia her loyc I'll give; 
Without Skmiramif I cannot live. 

Reicntiug Menony with a handibme pride. 
Refused his pfTers, and the fuit deny'd. 

The fofcer fex he next attempts to gain ; 
She too rejefts his paffion with diidain* 
What now avail the glories of the B^? 
Nor wealth, nor empire can procure his reft. 
Tir'd with unheeded iighs, and fruitleis pray V, 
He tries more rig'rous means to cafe his care ; 
And threatens thus: with my defires aunply^ 
Or loon prepare to fee your hero die. 

From Menony this flie hides, who Ids ievere 
Obferves her to the am'rous King appear: 
> His fondnefs with the jealous paifion grows; 
No joy, no lightiome interval he knows. 
The mingled frenzy gives him no repofe. 

She 
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She falfc ! he cries, my fair, enchanting wife I 
And can I yet protradi: this wretched life ; 
This anxious heart, with hopclcfs grief opprels'dj 
In death's cold fliade fliall find perpetual reft. 
He faidj then all the hoftilc ftars dcfy'd, 
And plung'd the fatal weapon in his fide, 

A long adieu ! SemiramiSy he cries ; 
With thofe lov'd accents on his lips he dies : 
She hews tfcppartbg groan, and (q his fuccour 

flics* 

Sunk on the floor Ihe fees her lover bleed, 
Hirafelfthe author of the barb'rous deed j 
But true to love, and virtue's ftridkeft lawsy ^ 
She neither knew, nor could fufpcd the caufe* 
Seiz'd with a fuddcn horror and furprizc. 
She faiotd, iand near the teittilefs carcafs lies j 
Her friglited women to her rcfcue haftc. 
And wake the doubtful Ipark of life, at laft. 
A hollow grbancnfues; with feeble fight . 
She meets the day, and loaths the flaihing light. 
A fteadfajl forrow in her fece appears. 
Above the foft relief of female tears ; * 
Silent as death, her words ti6 tittVancc-find, 
To tell the inward anguiflibf her mind: '.^; 
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A fixt, fedate, ^nd rational defpair 
CompQs'd her looks, and fettled in her air. 

In fuch a fqllen calm the billows fleep, 
So'fmooth an alpc6t wears the gloomy deep;' 
While treacherous winds their gathering breath 

refrain, 
Prefaging tempefts on the troubled main. 

Th' impatient prince with jijfl refped:. attends 
Her ebbing grief, and long his flame.fufpen<b; . 
And long her fiedfaft thoughts releattels prove * 
To profFer'd empire, and inviting love: ' / 
Till fate it felf hcr'ftubborn heart inclinM 
To take a crown^ by all the fbtrs. defign'd, 
And fill a fphcre proportioned to her mind. 

Ninus was now of ev'ry wilh poficft. 
With fov'reign rule and brighter plea^re bleft;. 
But ah ! how Ihort a boaft has mortal joy ? 
What fudden itorms the flattering calm deftroy ? 
What human privilege, what lawlels pow'r 
Can one Ihort day retard th* appointed hour? 

- Thrice thro' the midnight filence, from the 

ground,- . 
^he ftartled monarch hears a warning found ; 

Thrice 



( 44 ) 
Thrice Menofi^ ghoft^ a fi'owning fpeftre ftaada^ 
^ifii\ (eeim to beckon with his airy hands. 
iV* fuddcn faintncfs fciz'd his trembling heart, 
While hafty life retires from every part; 
Speechlefs and pale his eye-balls roll in death, 
While with rclnftant pangs he yields his breath. 

The mournful princefs to his merit juft, 
With wond^rous pomp interred the royal duft: 
High on a> mount his (epulchre ihe plac'd, 
With marble fpircsj and pointed arches grac'd^ 
She bids farewel to love's deceitful flame; 
Refblv^d to leave behind a glorious name, 
In coftly ftruAurcs of immort^ &me. 

A lofty dome to Belus firft fhe built : 
The inward roof with dazling filver gilt; 
The God was fafhion\l in a wond'rous mouldy 
With perfcdt art; his bulk was mafly gold ; 
Hiis facrcd litenlils were all the fame, 
WhUe fragrant oils in golden (ockets flame. 

Old habtl next with boundlefs coft fhe wall'<l; 
And Bahyhn the ipacious city call'd ; 
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Its bounds with forts and battlements were* 

crown'd, 
And compa&d in an endlefs traffc of groand, 
Valleys and ievel'd hills the vafl extent furronnd u 
Where fronting ranks of palaces were fcen, 
With ftreams, and groves^ and painted meads 

between. 
Euphrates in its coarfe the town divides. 
While thro' the midft his fiately current glides/" 
Around the place a hundred gates un£;)ld, 
Thro' which a hundred glittering charicAs rollV] ; 
Which all for flate attend the queen's commands, 
When ihe her progrels makes thro' diftant lands» 
Refolv'd to viiit now the neighbMng AAAs^ 
. Her train ihe o'er the lofty Sagris leads* 
At pompous Ecbatana now ihe ftaid. 
And all h9r own magnificence difplay'd* 
Gay projcfds here employ'd her aAivc mmdj 
Gardens, and feats of pi^afure ihedefign'd; 
Luxurious nature with her art combin'd. 

Not far from thence a plain extended lay, 
With ilately groves ^nd flow'ry rcrdure gay ; 
The fpreading pklm, the cedar, and the pioe^ 
Arching above their nungled branches join. 

Semirams 
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Setmramis now turns an ancient flood, 
"With matchlcfe labour, thro' the charming woodj 
The plenteous flream in various fills divides, 
While marble bounds confine the chryftal tydts. 
In marble batons of an equal row, 
Myrtle, and balm, and flowery CaJJia grow. 
Prodigious rocks intire were hither brought. 
Smooth arches thro' their craggy fides were 

wrought : , 

Here artificial hills, their fiimmits rear, 
For ihade retiring grotts around appear. 
Xd various bloom the valleys flood below, 
from hr the be&uteous Syrian roles glow. 
All that perfiimes the bleft Sabaan fields 
Grows here, with all that (acred Nyfa yields. 
Here breath'd the fragrant Calamus^ and B>, 
Cinnamofjy Frankincenfey and weeping Myrrbe. 
Shrill birds among the ipicy branches fing. 
Their warbling notes along the valleys ring : 
The winds and waters with a gentle noife 
Double the found, and anfwer ev'ry voice. 

The Queen awhile had thefc diverfiops prov'd. 
And then her court to Babylon removed : 

Bat 
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But ah! what heights of happinefs are free 
From fickle chance, or certain dcftiqy' ? 
The princefs finds a fwift decay contttjul 
The ufual force, and vigour of her foul ; 
Nor ftruggling nature could its force repel, 
While heav'n and earth the publick change fbretcL 

She from the oracle enquires th* evqnt, 
The flatt'ring pricfts this pleafing anfwer fent: 
That from the Gods ike drew herheav'nly race, 
And Aortly muft th' immortal number g^acc 
Fleas'd with the glories of her future ftate, 
She yields without reludkancc to her fate. 

Cyrena ends her tale; the.cloiing day 
Withdrew its fplendor, and forbid their ftay. 
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Jofeph^j Mijirefs at tafi dijcoFoers her mtninai 
^ajjitm to hint^ hut is repulsed. She complains 
to her Nttrfe^ who vainly tries the Force of 
^ells. She isfent hy her Miftrefs to Harpinus^ 
His Cett defcril^d. He confults the "-Planets^ 
*nd'fiat$9rs her with Succe/s^ till finding the 
Hctocw Tmb it^exible to all her Charms^ Jbt 
falfely Micufts him to his Mafier^ by whom hi 
is confined to a Vrifom 

STILL with hnpsitient love Sabrind pio^s^ 
And now to ^^cak the fat^ truth dcfigns^ 
SoothM by het own indulgetit hopcs^ which tracd 
A fecret paffion in the Hebrew's face* 
He iighS) and when he thinks himfelf alone^ 
Oft feems fome new misfortune to bemoan^ 
In foreign accents^ and a tongue unknown* 
Her vanity an explanation founds 
And put a fenie on every flattering founds 
Forgetful of her nuptial vows and fame^ 
^e fondly thus betrays her guilty flame^ 
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If yet my tormenta are to thee unknown^ 
If yet my fighs the myft-ry have not (hewn, T 
Infcnfiblc, — let thia confeffion jhfovc 
The ftrangc excefa, and grandeur of my love. 
Yet had I ftiU my wild defires fbppreft, 
Had not thine eyes an equal flame con&ft. 

Let me be puniih'd with the laft diClaini 
He faid, if e'er I harboured thoughts fo vdn! 
I ne'er iS/^^i^ys favour fo abiis'd, 
Nor once your virtue in my heart accused. 
Should I perfidious (heav*n forbid!) offend 
My gen'rous mafter, •— » I might (ay my friend ; 
Let icandal link my name, whett fo. unjuffc 
I prove, fo &lfe to hofpttable truft ! 

Thus with a modeft turn he would reclaim 
Her am'roua frenzy, and conceal her fhame; 
Nor waits her leave, but hailily withdrew. 
Carelcfs her limbs upon a couch, (he threw, 
And curft her foUy with a thoufand tears^ 
Till Ifbick her artful nurfe appears: 
Of lb much grief ihe prcft^d to know the amie, 
A|r laft the fecret from her miftreis draws. 

'^"- E You 



(■>5°) 

Ydiy wmbf , die BMam crkiiiyodr owti dc&kt, 
FoFry^ttliaVc ch«Mks^ the youths hilman hdr'tJ 
* Your beauty fliighc: a fcvage brcllt tnipirc,. 
At &%kk cf'y«MX^tfairooMcffbttg<i takes fire, 'if 
But whcr?^ tl^qiWonddr tHaita btflifiil Boy : ;: I 
Should^: irt'tbei.ficfti dddrcf^ bcnicttriiari^ooy? ' \ 
He loves no doubt, and languilhes like you. 
But Imurd th' imbttioui. motivii to purfue : I 
NK)fiiIiaU yobr^rtndd wi&es A^antxodrofi) / ^ 
I have a draug]^'tbdt g^vtss dnriab fiicceis ; ' « ^ 
NepentBe^ ;ivhtch tb^ ionnortak quaff above, 
Thefrffected(dM>|3fi:rQiViMrck^'{^^ . 

When Tflf^^ii by his '^eath> the full comoiaisdl 
Of Mifraim teft J» Mr:Gk4foka*^})Shd^ 
The rich Gehirus from ChaJdea came 
Witb;ibreigri pomp to feck the royal dame. ! 
Chemis adom'd hb^. train, wbofecfaamnng face . 
Allur'd a g^ddefi of :lhc watVjr.tacc; 
On Ntim" banks tfte young CbdStui* ftood. 
When lo ! Mtrina. rifing ftom the flcod^ 
Her chariot fct wi^h pekri, tbt^wavsidifiides, 
SpfB)? lalobg t^ fiivisr' ilrani. flir gltv^es* 
Her roboe witii peari md IparfclingJilbies iUAev^ . 
Hen brighter eyes cxpre&a light divine. 

Nor 
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Nof frb^iief humi^bcid the blooming clay 
HaiVc/ifcdddcd ^ith a elfeai^er fay. 
Her fmilcs the raging ttnfipeftd- could ap'pcsiftjj 
Allay the winds, and cdtti the fwelling fe^s. 
She leaves herchryftal vaiilt&,'^nd coral grotea,*; 
Her Hljtria kingdonis, and imrtiortal loves, 
And otf the grafly meads with (Hhemis roves. ^ 
At partifjggave him' this cdeftial fpell, 
Whicb^ every - goqd procures, and caa» ; cacb ill 

My mother &pm this jputl^ derives her H^,. 
And this ^ Iqft mc,j as.a gift divine,. . ' \ 
By all her anccftors prefcrv'd with care j 
One heay'aly drop fliall banii^ your dcipain 

H^r flatt'fiog.oufft'a'Qfaarm fhe vainly tries^ 
For Jifepb fliU her hateful paffion ^ies: 
But obftiintte in love^ to gain her ends, ) . 
To fam'd Jnfana Ipbif/efhc fendf. 

Harpinas there an uncouth dwelling own'd, 

Flante4 w|th yew and mournful cyprcfi round j 

"Whofe IKado^s every plealing thought controul, 

<■■•'• 
And BllrWith deep anxiety the foul. 

Hither bl^iQk hends at dead of night advance, 

Tito J|orned S^rim thro' the darknefs dance: 

E a From 
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From earth, from air, and from the briny deep 
They come, and here nodamal revels keep. 
From gloomy Jcbifufia^ and the fen 
Of Serhny and the forcft of Birdtne:, 
From OphiodeSy the fcrpcnt ifle, they ix>me, 
And ^rtes^ where fantafiick ipedres roam ) 
From CbabnuSj and the wild Pfebarian peak^ 
Whofe hoary clif& the cloada long order break. 

* In hellifli banquets, and oUcene delights, 
The curft aflembly here coniiime the nights. 
The fick'ning moon her feeble light with*hoId% 
In yGible clouds her argent horns ihe folds; 
The conftellationa quench their glimm'ring fire. 
And frighted £u: to diftant skies retire. 

Amidft theie horrors, in his ecchoing cells, 
And winding vaults, the Necromancer dwells: 
Fafling from room to room, the brazen doors . 
Rcfound, as whea exploded thunder roars. 
The day excluded thence, blue fulphur burns^ 
With frightful (plendor, m a thouiand urns. 
The wizard here employs his mighty fpells^ 
And great events by divination tells ; 
Infcribing myftick figures on the ground^ 
And mutt'ring words of an unlawful found ; ' 

^ Whidi 
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Whiph 'fi'om their tookbs the Ihiv'riog ghofta 

ccMnpel, 
And force them fotare f^uftts to reveal 
The ftars he knew, when advcrfc, or benign;^ 
When with malignant infliience they ihine^ 
Or, darting proip'rons rays^ to love indine^ 

The nurfe a pleafing apfwer here obtained, 
And thus SaMna's droojang thoughts fuftainn]^ 
The third fucceeding day ihall crown your Ibvef| 
And evdry am'roua ftar propitious prove. 

SaMna &eds the while her guilty flame. 
And now the third appointed morning came ; 
"When for the favour'd youth in ha^e ihe lenda: 
The mefiage with reludance he attends. 
Silent ihe (its ; while waiting her commands, 
Fix'd at a formal diflance long he ftands. 
Her eyes ftill fix'd on y^i&'s beauteous fiice," 
A clofe contempt, and inward hatred trace; 
Yet deip'rate to compleat her own difgrace. 

Ungrateful youth ! ihe cries, too well I find 
By thefe cold looks, thy unrelentbg mind. ' 
\ E3 Thy 
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Thy fevage temper, and uneonqver'd pridej ' ' 
By words of facrcd import thou wbajdft hide,^ 
Thou talk'il of holy ric$, and roica icvefe, 
Fsetendiog feme avenging God tofea#. ^ 
What God, alas I does cruelty command? 
Or humaa blift ihi^ciopfly wtthftand ? > « 
Such thoughts as thefe the heav'nly powers ar« 

'EM^nfc their goodnef^ and their jofticc ftain. 
^^T^fnMthoy the ^cn'rona principle coatroul, 
Who gaf this amVouftbyais to the ibul ? 
What nature is, they made it : nor can bmd 
With ^rrilc laws the freedom of the mind: 
Wcre^this our lot, happy the ibrutal kind, 
Tbaik unonolefted thro* the foreft rove, 
(jicentious in their choice^ and uncqnfmM u\ 

, kvcl 
Virtue! -fma racer imagiaary thing ! . 
ToriHOit jt may, hut can no plealhre bring. 
HonpiiriT^ 'tifi sothmgibiut precarious famei 
For . empty :b«foath^ for 41 fmtaftick aamc« . 
Wilt thou my foft entreaties ftill deny. 
And lee me laAg^ifl^» and un^tied dicl^ 
ConfcM at hi&tQ: low's >enchaadflg^ joys^ 
WWc plcafqrc palls thef M*h |ier tempting voipe: 

Tbcfc 



' Thefe foldingfini#taii» fliall oar,Mi£i OQooeaV J 
Tliattio inrrudiag eye; oar (ba£t fc^isaK / \\J\ 

f' Drilodeafaii<l itte noWcycMat^.rcp^ I' 
Could we f(aiWatiffuiiIab}lrfntttdcTife .. ; ;> 
Tq hidfi 'Ourriiify fcnd far fi^tw Inottial fight i [ 
Rctiite^ iiivoiv'd in all the fta^of nig^?^/^ 
Yet theyfti'-ci^poa'd to JteaVVft oiftaIc*dp4 ;VI(W> 
Its vengeanot nrodd ow Cie4(:b^]r piurfi)^ { r a 
Diflinguiih*d{pkgiies would fdoo 9W gflik^* 
•pofc, .' ^-f ' > : '. . J. - • ; . ' ; ,;.. ./- 
-While all yborfexV gicty yofl rodft Ipfe, . »^ 
To ^otiphar alone your vows beloBg^r 
Iq hkn a cendtr lover yoiimijft wroag# t 

For me, where ihould I hide my hated face, 
Could I hk coii<ck)trs< of a crk^e (b hafe,? 
No, let me thro^ the yawnmg earth dcibpipc^^ 
Rather tha& with fitch iofoknc^ o^d . 
The laws of God,* and kindQ€f#'0f my fti^q^l] 
My Maftcf's fdiqarsy endicfe tQ recite, 
Whett 1 withfodr ingradtade requite; j _ r 
Vfhtn With altbou^tfd^hocridaod ^tsfimfi 
My faJth;,^ Tpbtidr lo^aky X iUH ; - .;; '{ 
•Leii^fact^fali %^oiDg^ flaAji^i noiffd myik^l^i 
And holt»bSi9agii^iin^ 

E 4 Let 
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Let execntibqsy and eternal fkune 

Dc&roy my peace, and blaft my hated name! 

Thefe words with foch an avirful air he fpolce> 
Celcilial virtue (parkling in his look, 
Hb haughty mifhrefi all her hopes refignVl, 
And felt a diffrent frenzy ieize her mind : 
Afliftbg fiends the hellifli thought fuggeft, 
And blot the tender paffion from her breaft. 
A crimibn (carf with ornamental pride 
Was o'er his graceful fhouldcrs loofcly ty'd ^ 
This fiiriouily ihe faatchM, while from th* cn>* 

brace 
He frees himfcl^ and quits the hated place. 

She caird aloud, her voice Cyrena hears, 
^d entring faw her weU-diflembled tears. 
A tale of profier'd violence ihe feigns, 
And of the Hebrew's arrogance complains. 
AlarmTd at her repeated calls, (he f^d, 
The monfler left hb curft defign, and fled. 
Hislcarf the truth confirmed; her Lord the while 
Returns ; her words hb ealy £iith beguile : 
Blinded with rage he caUs the injured youtb^ 
^sid th^s ttpbiaida }4s viol9te4 trutb* 

How 
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How cnift diou, wretch ! bdie a mind fo bale, 
«^'<Wi^'^thitt onftuiblea air, a^^ £Kic? 

ucJLyfoctifyiaJ&t^y and contplcat^ 

A villain^ cautious as thy iclf, might cheat ; 
No wonder then thy praftic'd iaintiy fliewa 
Should on my honeft artlefi mind impofe. 
My foul entire to thee I did refign^ 
£»xcept my bed, wjiate'er I had was thbe. ^ 
In fetters let th* ungrateful flave be ty'd. 
Some gloomy dungeon ihall the monftcr hide. 

Dangeons he faid, and chains I can defy. 
But would not, cuift with your dilpleafure, die. 
This fad reflexion aggravates my fate : 
How ihall I bear my gen'rous matter's hate? 
Oh flay! at laft my vindication hear, 
While by th' Unutterable Name I fwear, 
My thoughts are all from this injuftice clear* 

He ceased, and ftill Sabrina's ihame conceals, 
Kor one accuiing word her fraud reveals. 
Now to a damp unwhollbme vault conveyed, 
Joffpb in i|;nonunious chaiqs b laid« 
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.-. ;-;•.:: ; .T"r:i ■. '-. .. :....-..! v.r. :■■-, ; ;;„,,';< 

^» Jttiel *j^ Jbfeph'/«r J^^,- 'iw» Iw "-a >hK 

pbe$icn/kn'Jhi4>s'bm Us<nJ»imalt4»mi^j 

and.ibr.fmwn Vats ef, JlffsaFittMsiP^Ur^ 

.ihek Bondage and. mifwtuhff. Dtfiwpmfet;:^ 

Keeper of the Ward convinced of Jofeph's hh 

*ioctpeey J^rtatshm with-^f^ea\ Efieem,^ -Tht 

; I>riam (fUs fijhvj ^rifiners \,jn^^ JofepH> 

hiierpretation. * 

••-■' •■^' ■■• ■■ •■• ".-.i .\\-i .•.•IV 

"~f^ W AS' ,n^t, and w^yt ady|ncyi..tj>fi ff> 

rJL ,:,.ktI«»bourj ...,,,',! 

The keeper pf i the prifon,. from .has tow'ry 
tAftooift,'d, few 4 i^^m divinely tgrigbt^ 
SiBJte thro'iitbft dM4e«.) an4 (Jifligatf fhc night; 
With.ftriWUwngt,f^co4pf ^r^^iog i^l jthe way,. - 
It fial^».wiicijftifeG flf^wi-cpfne-gris^c^ 1*7'/ ,, 

Some God, he cries, who inodcetice' defends, 
Some God in that propitious light defcends. 
This flranger fure, whate'er the fad can be, 
Alkdg'd jfg^oft him, from the guilt is free. 

The 



The facred irifidn to the ymttUoappcat^ . K' 
His fpirits with: seleftial fragTMUie dveravi; i/ .TJ 
Jii}shRW^vAy^JbDik9i ivoiitd cvVi ddpaiircontrovlj^ 
^^ with immortal rapture fill tl^e Ibol. 
Hi^ youthful browse a fSr Qists orpwt^ld 
A foldihg.xdacLiua' gaudy veftmenta bound, 
Embroidcr'd high with Jmaratitbus round. 
Such wbga th'iuAvftJ'iiiltf FboBfuxiiicvcs wotc^ 
Sprinkle4 with, goldf an^ fliading porplb o'en 
Beneficent bis idpei9>aiid addrcft, \ -i 

His lipa ieripbidc baf iiiony expf isfs ; . -l 

Hfs yoi^c' migbt ftay-'th? IiDivadifigi fkep of' 
-dcath^''. .\.: . ^ ^ • ";' ' . > : 

While tbcfc fofc iWjovd|5 fbw with hit lutliaty. 
.^..bfcatb* ^ ^ . . : :\ r:.: \ :'l 

;;:• :^ / : ••■.■■ '..•-.';• * '. . : f 

From the unclouded realms of day above, 
Ffom^endkfe pleafiims, nhd utilidU^d^d'kWe, 
Firout paintdd fields decked with immortdl iftdw^fff, ' 
F^oni falifsfiftt ralleys^ and etherial bbw!r9, 
I cpnae, xomnufion^d'by peculiar grad^j^ 
"V^Wt.gicpt pr^agpptothy fui^ ' 

-This Gabriel fpoke; the pioMrMi{Miv% breaft 
%>phctiGk flgme aod pow'r 4ivioe ixmfcft : 

Aft 
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An wfl^ Skoocy and prbfouod fiifpeiicc, 
Clos'd thc.tiimiiltiioiis aveniie$ of (cnfir; * 
The.heav'oljr trance, each waadring tboaght- 

Golleds theoperatiOTs of the mmd. 
While GaifielM,thc inwafd fcene defign'd. 

Bej^fc him, raised to high dominion, all 
His humble brethren in proftration faH; ^ 
His joyful eyes .again his father fee, 
He takes the bleifing op his bended knee. 
Vaftly b. numbers Jaeob*^ fons encreas'd, 
Poor vaflals by th' Egyptians are diftreis'd, 
And by a royal tyrant's yoke opprefsM: 
To heaven they cry, an aid that never £iils, 
Heaven hears the cry, the potent prayV prevaila. 






A mighty prophet, by divine command,. 
Doe? bold befi;»c the raging nionarch ftand, 
And brings his great credentials m his hand. 
Acrofs the groundhis wpnd'rdus rod he throws;^ 
The rod trapsfbrm'd a moving ferpent grows 
Unfolds his fpeckled train, and o'er the pave* 
OKntfldiWSi. ' ; ^ 

Adaaliiif 
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A dazliog train of miracles enfaoy 

Which fpcak the prophe^ and his miflxon true. ' 

The i^riogSi the fiandbg lakes^ and rumiing 
flood, 
His powerful word converts to reeking blood; 
The wounded billows ftain the verdant fliore. 
Advancing flowly with a mournful roar. 
Infernal night her fable wings extends. 
And from the black unbottom'd deep afccndsj: 
The ieer denounces plagues on man and beaft; 
Contagious torments foon the air in&ft; 
Aloud he bids a (udden tempeft rife. 
On rapid wings the fiorm obedient flies f 
Th' extended skies arc rent from pole to pole, 
Blue lightnings flaih, and dreadful thunders rolL 

Nor yet th' obdurate King the God reveres, 
"Whom cvVy element obfequious fears; 
Till vengeful ftrokes of pow'r confcft divine. 
With clear, but terrible conviftion fhine. 

The night was cover 'd withunuioal dread, 
While cvVy ftar malignant influence ihed. 
^ Rile 
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Pale fpedrcs thro thfe fti'eyt* i>f TSodt/ta^ni^^ ' 
FtoHt fif^!b'fitB'sttiifehl^''y&;Hoe^^ 'come; ^' ^' '' ' •' 
While, like a flaming meteor^ down the skies, 
Wik'ffirtefc^rpwdr'ilfifc'fetaf arigei Alci:' ' 
Relu&ant jufticc, with a grace fcvcfe, 
Sfts-in 'liiiftife] aid' WilW^l^''ih his ai^ ^ 
A'CtdfiU'ftdhiiit'- Ihadis'htrf a^ful broivs'-' "' 
Behind hWftiiitary verfu/e%Svt^,' '. ''-' ' '■' 
And like jfti'gv'dlhg^j rud'cif ^6te^i• glW^; " ' 
Me grafjis his' fwbtd, ' ^'/ilheatii'd' foi'^^cteiii 

Deftru(af(^tt;*=aclfth, 'sindt^fbFoii hlrh WaiW'^' 
Mortal the llMd; invifibfe'thc^^^ound, ' 
While Aylh^ groans witlii ^mingtcd bricks rc- 

; -' ^fetiii^;;^^ ^'^•^- ^"^'^^^- -'^ . ' ''^' '• 

Fi-bhi hbiilS'^ld'hbufe the d/^adfut rumow runs; 
While wretched fathers mourn their firft-born 
fonsV "' 



. Th*,aIarm*d*J$^/>r/^«y,'at'the ^^^^ ^^h\ 

Hurry f he Ifacred' multitude away : 
But ^haroab foon his daring fin renews^ 
Brafpheming loiicl the refcu^d ftaves purfiics^/ 
ThQ/carftliriDcs fiand trffmbfing ort tfcic Jltore, 
The foe behind, a raging fea before. 

Their 
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Their glorious clnef extUids bia poivWul 

wand^ ' .'- ] ' : \ 

Jind gives the fAighty fignal froiri the ftrand.j /V 

Th' obedient waves the mighty iigasl take, i 

And parinigxrolivd the dUlant furgcs back; 

On either haitd^ like chryftal hills, th^^rtie^ // 

Between a ySd€^ ftujp^dous valley Ikft : - ^ ' 

"With joyfulrib^uts Jthe grateful HiWewsi^^ > 

ISTor /does the? faarderi'd fbededinc the cba& ;. 1 

rrill he^v Vs command the itnatry chain diffi)lve^^ 

And in. the itrJidomig dccpthetr: pride mvolvd. 

"While Ifiaei thr6 the dt&rt take, dieir wd)r, ■ ! 

Lpd by a dcmd which marcfaeson by day; i 

Eut;ntft{ng chcar.'d.ch' encarajpiag boft by nighty 

With lambpdt flaifae^ and unexampled light 

\.. 'i •' .^ / *.. . -' .-••/ . . 't 

Where lofty <$*/>; Ji& ihades the. iocighb'ring 

CofteiiatidM dovr &e Acttd tribes remaiti; > 
l^pair^d With .myftiKik rite^ t<> h^k xvifh site, ^ 
Their Saviour God pronounce their future law : 
(^\sk botmds-.tbe ftioontain goard from ^ a^ 

That xiMj donefti^e halbw^d |ititisit might touehi 

Relaxant 



(6+) 

: JLelodant ice tfa* appointed morning rifc^ 
And fiery fplcndors glow around the skies. 
While from th' etherial fammit God defcends^ 
Beneath his feet the fiarry convex bends. 
His radiant form majeftick darknefs hides^ 
WI)tle op a t^mpeft's rapid wings he rides* 
The trembling earth his awfbl prcffence owna. 
The fbreft flames^ the cleaving deiart groans, 
Each river back his wand'ring current calls^ 
^nd ruihbg down the fubterrancan falls, 
To ithc profoundeft cavdi affrighted flies, 
RevQal'd and bare each fandy channel lies. 
Their ftately heads the antient ipoontains fink, 
And to a level with the vales would ihrink ; 
Agab iecure in their primsvai beds, 
Beneath the waves would hide their fearful 

heads. 
Old Bnab quakes at the tremendous weight. 
That prels'd with awful feet his cloudy height ; 
Obfcur^d with blacknefi, (hades, and curling' 

fmoak, 
Prodigious lightnings fi^m the darknefs broke ; 
While raging thunders round the wdkin fly, 
Th' etherial trumpet founding loud and high. 

Adoring 



Adoring lo)y the pious nationbcBa^ 
And now the iblcmn voice of God attcod i^ _, 
The angel lhiff» the fccnc^.^od leaves th? reftp 
InimifaWc all, and not to fee cxprcfs'd. 

The curtained Tabernacle next be paints^ 
Nor colours for the gay pavilion wants; 
The golden altar^ with attending prieftSj 
Their facred pomp) and inftituted vcfta* 
Then brings fhq favoured tribes where Jordan 

flows, 
And all x^c well-known bprd'ring landsldp 

ihows. 

An airy conqucft on Bethoron^s plain, 
The warlike fons of yacoh now obtain : 
Before the troops a glorious leader ftands, 
A painted javelin ballancM in his hands; 
He boldly thus the rolling orbs commands. 

Thou fun ['to lengthen this vidorious day, 
"With lingVing beams on lofty Gibeab ftayt 
And thou, fair morn ! retard thy hafty flight,' 

r 

^ And gild the vales of Jjakn at bight. 

F Thi» 
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This faid, the flying army they pnrfue, 
And all the Amorean kings o'erthrew. 
The promised land entirely gained, they fpread 
Their peaceful dwellings round Moriab^s head. 

But with the night the pleafing viiion flies ; 
Gabriel unlcal'd the youthful prophet's cycs^ 
His fcnfes from the heav'niy trance releas'd, 
And all the facred agitation ceas'd. 
The thoughtful keeper early to the vault 
pefcends, and thence the injar'd prisoner brought; 
Treats him with kindnels, and a juft regard. 
And gave him all the freedom of the Ward. 

Of Pharaoh's fervants two were here detained ^ 
The fteward, who his table did command, 
With him that fill'd the royal cup with wincj 
Sufpeded both as traitors in defign. 
yofepb^ obferving a dejcded air 
Sate heavy in their cyc^^ with friendly care 
Enquires the caufe, which freely both revcul^ 
Myftcrious dreams of the paft night they tell. 

And 
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And thoa the firft : — Methoughc ^ bulky vine - 
Grew up unprop'd, three waving branches 

fhine 
With purple grapes, and to my hand inclbe :- 
I prels'd the tempting fruit without controul, 
Then gave to Pharaoh's hand the flowing bowK 

The next begins:— Three canifters replete 
With royal viands, and luxurious meat, 
Opprcfs'd my drooping head, while birds of 

pj'cy 

With direful croakings (hatched the food away. 

Unhappy man ! thy dream from God was fent. 
The Hebrew faid, and full of black portent : 
The third returning day fliall bring thy doom. 
When thou a prey to vultures Ihalt become. 

Then to the firft, thele joyful comments 
' found ; 

Before the fun has twice fulfilFd his round, 
Thou with thy former honours fhalt be crown'd.. 
But in the triumph of thy profp^rous fate, 
Kindly remember my unhappy ftate. 
Who by the blackefl fallhood here am fhiy'd ; . 
To this the man a courtier's pron^ife made. 

Fa BOOK 
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; BQOK VIIL 

Jofeph^s Miftrefs ianguijhes in Sorrow and Re^ 
mor/i for her Treach^y: which Jhe confeffis in 
the Jgonies of VeathrVhzroah's prophetic 
Dreanfs interpreted' hy jofcph. Bii Grandeur 

'-dndMarriage with the Daughter, tfan Egyp- 
tian Priejt. 

BU It oow Sabrina^s guilty fire returns, 
Her bofom with the raging paflion burns : 
She w ith a female 'tcnderncfs relents, 
And all her former cruelty repents. 
By her accused, in chains the captive lies, 
Fot.ithow ftic fondly languiihcp afl4 dics^. . 
1\)rmented, and enrag'd, ihe often rcwrft' 
Her p^id^, her foUy,^ and revengeful Uifl^ 
A-dfecp^winorfe, from confci«ncc.of her fin, 
With poaftant borwr^ vcit Jicr fouliwithio- 
Her thoughtB ten tbq^^fts^ racking tprmcnts fed. 
Yet W her ttcachVotts ciimc pbduraie SxW- 
Her life and youthfid' ffJVAts n\ck awy^ , 
Het-bq^t^ withers with a pvift decay : 



By 
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By day Ihcwfldly raves, confumcs the n%ht ; 
In thoughtkfe >yatchings, and: imaging ftig^t- jj 
While airy terrors glide before her fight. 
Pale gho^ with wide diftorced eye-fballs fla^^^ 
And burninig fpedrcs thro* the darkncfs glare. 
Till fbr,c'd by fate, and tormenta more intenle, 
To vindicate fu^eded innocence, v - 

To Pptiphar the hidden truth Ihe tdls, 
And all the faithlefe myflcry rcveala. 



And now he comes — infqlting death ! Ijhc cries. 
Perpetual darknefs fwims before my eyes. 
If there are Gods that human things regard, 
My monftrous crimes will meet ajuft rewar4 . 
Oh facred virtue! at thine awful name . .^ 

I ftart, and all my former thoughts difcUim j 
For thou art no fantaftick empty thing, 
From th(?e alone unmingled pleafures fpring^ - 
The world, the boundlcfs univerfe I'd give. 
My firft unblemifli-d honour to retrieve; 
'Tis vainly wifti*d!-tofome ftrange realms bplow^ 
Sojne darjf uncomfortable coafta I go, . , 

She fpoke, and gafping in the pangs of dekth^ 
With lin^'ring atopies refign'd her breath : 



r 
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While Jofcph by the courtier was forgot; 
Till fate the period of his freedom brought 

Th' Efgyptian monarch from a ihort repofe, 
And troubled viiions, with the morning roic»^ 
T' explain the doubtful omens in his breaft^ 
I^e fummons ev'ry planetary prieft : 
Their orders which to difTrent ftars belong, 
Were loon ailembled, a furprizing throng ; 
Sullen their looks, and varied was their veit, 
A wild Devotion thro' the whole exprefs'd. 

One wore a mantle of a leaden hue, 
Trailing behind afweeping length it drew; 
With Poppies y Jconite^ and Ifellehore^ 
Mandrake^ and NigbtJhadey&rm^tXy figur'd o'er ; 
A treble twift of ferpents curling round. 
With monflrous ornament the foldings bound. 

With ibme a verdant forcft feem'd to move, 
Their flowing robes with palmy branches wove. 
With panther's, bears, and every favage beaft 
Hxprefs'd in lively colours, idr[ic were drefs'd. 
t)n others eagles ipread their wings^ on Ibmc 
Appeared the Oftrich' hicroglyphick plume; 

Wbil« 
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While oth^awwe 8 painted crocodile, . 
With all the monftroua progeny of NiU. 

Na/ar^ a youth vow'd to the mormng-ftar. 
With budding rofes had adorn'd his hain 
His raiment of bcftimable coft 
Glittered with pearly an imitated &O&0 
O'eripread with landskip wrought in miniature^ 
Surprizing fcenes the raviih'd fight allure : 
Clear fbuntabs, flow Vy walks, and myrtle groves. 
Peacocks with gaudy trams, and fhining doves. 

The prince with anxious looks relates his 
dreams, 
The doubtful fages fearcb their heav'nly fchemes : 
But all their ftars were mute, the meaning fiiea 
In trackleid darknefs, and obfcure difguife. 

The beater of the cup did now refle& 
On his pail danger, and his bafe negled; 
And thus his royal matter he addrefs'd : 
Be Pharaoh's bounty, and my guilt coh&ft. 
When with my fellow criminal detained. 
We by thy juftice in the ward remained, 

F 4 A Hebrew 



A Hebrew y6Mif^ toj«(Hy tbere cMl6iMy - 
From nightly drtieiw ^hich pcrp\t%'A^ the mincf, 
With clear convi<ftion did our lot unfold; 
My'ixoncmTj and^tHc'llcward^s dootn foretold. 
Amidftthcfofcinndafkncfi of tfhcnjghr, 
His cell has glitter^ with ethcria! ' Rght; i 

For highly fevodf'd hf th' imnicttii Go^/ 
^dTllit hrni they tcft their bright abcides. 

jFi^^^lp^ wfetter/d^t^^ . 

• 43!y bcav'o jftfpir'd) ]»:^wdB' before t;bc ICing; 
Who thus repeats his dream: Methought J 
.•^; L -ftppd.- : - . ; 
On the fair borders of our facred ilood ; 
'Whi]4> coriousy I.&ty^y/d tl^ fpreafiii^ ^cani^ 
ScYcn biiiUcy oxen from the river came* 
Fat and wcll-fa^vout'd t ©'cr the vevdaot. mc^ 
They proudly rang'd, and on the pafture fed j 
When j\s& their oumber < i ofib^ of afpc^ iqi|r, 
Ill-fhap'd, and ttedgcc, who the firft devour* 
The fcene was chang^xi^ wlfeeik ipriiigiog ia my 

--walk, ' • ; " * . \ ' 

Seven blades of fcornadom'd one bcndiog ftatk, 
RipendandfoU^' whealof a iccoiid feats^ 
His bbflcd top, with fevcn unfruitful ears ; 

This 
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^hia^fmHof^di giciediljr Ac fbritiek iloie, ; : j 
^s liw kaa oxen did dk £it belbito^ • '■ < d 

» 

I woke with great anxiety ppprefe'd, 

JkdA &x the ixicatang ey'ry God addrefa^df . 

T% Almighty G<)d o^ csiurtb ivulslcies ffr 

The ydutlful piro|4>et ccicd^ has f^ tin? 

dream: . ; 
To Pb^aoby Which difcoveis &tQi[e ,thing8 ^ 
What ch^^cs ofi the. i^otld fab pledhtc hriflgl 
With ofic intent tiic (acred viiioa caoic^ 
prboiii;tbc hidden fManiog bthcf^ 

%yen pkn^ccm: y^ar^ be^ tjb^ joyful 
ropnd,; / 
The fields with boundlcfc harvefta Ihall be 
^''■' ■• ^orbwnU; ■ ' ' ■ 

ThcA fevte ufiprofpYous years fliaM thfcfe devour, 
Atid'ieavd nc temnani of the former "ftorc. 

- '^5€ that fhc^'pcbpld and the kfaglnay live^ ^ 
This coitf^r hcar'at oonimiiBons Mic to give, 
Thatwafteftj^Jent*fi(hbuiabcitffr^^ '' 
^Ami wife intcndants thro' the realm ordain'd: 

• ' " ' "' " Ut 



Let thefe agsttoft the threat'oiog ill provide^ 
Lay up the -coniy 'and a'er the stores prefidc* 
?•''■. • . ■• ' '•• . 

This yoQth^bjr iotne ptopitioas pow^r was faty 
The prince replies, our ruin to prevent : 
Then bidis them an imjperial veftment bring. 
And from his finger draws a cbftly ring: 
jldd this, he faid, a faCfed pA^dge ftall be 
Of thofe bright honours I referve for thee. 
My pow^r, my kingdom I to thee resign, 
The fovVeigo title only flull be mine ^ 
To thee my nobleft^ivourites ihallbow, ^ 
Our guardian God, our great pre&rvcr thou! 

His iecond chariot then the king ordains 

Should be prepared: white fteeds with (carlet 
reins 

The triumph drew ; they champ the gojlden bit^ 
And fpurn jjliie dufiy ground with airy feet 
On high with princely pomp the youth was 

plac'd. 
With marjcs of ^ pow'r, and regal enfigns grac'd. 
Gay heralds, bpw tbi huij ^fore him cry, 
The crowd adore bim as he pafies* by : 

• •••'.• I- . .Nor 
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Nor here the royal favoura were confui'dy 
Great PbaraoVs daughter is his bride deiign'd 

The night had twice in fable triamph reigo^d^ 
And twice the circling light its empire gain'd ; 
When from his high apartment Jofepb fees 
A lofty temple, thro' the waving trees, r 

To Ifis vow'd: He from the gilded dome 
Raviih'd beheld a beauteous virgin come. 
An artlefs modefty improves her face. 
An elegant referve, and matchlefs grace, 
A rofy tindure in her cheeks appears, 
Lovely as that the blooming morning wdars : 
Her eyes a fprightly blue; her length of hair 
Diihevel'd hung, like threads of filver &\v. 
Long firings of jet and pearl, in mingled twifts, 
Adohi'd her wcll-lhap'd neck, and flender 

wrifts. 
Her robes were heav'nly azure, fprinkled o'er 
With ftarsj^a crefcent on her breaft Ihc wore. 

The wounded Hebrew for the virgin figh'd, 
And felt a growing paifion yet untry'd : 
Her lovely image, on his mind impre&'d, 
|Iad fix'd her empire in his yielding breafi. 

But 
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My daughter nam'd! he cries, to ^jf vow*d 
Bjr myftick rites, which no revcrfe allow'd. 
It muft be fo ! —The gods pronounce it fit. 
The pricft his will, the king muft his fubmit. 

The maid reluctant leaves the holy Khrine, 
But yields obedience to the powVs divine. 
The gift as heav'n's the joyful youth regards, 
Which thus bright virtue crowns, and (acred 
truth rewards. 
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